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Introduction & outline

What we will cover:
 Practical issues and remedies
 The future model – New Directive and ongoing 

challenges
 Q&A and closing remarks

 But first…



A 30-year journey and counting

1994

Directive 94/45/EC is 
adopted

1996

Directive comes into 
force on 22 Sep 1996

2007

EU reaches 27 Member 
States

2009

Recast Directive 
2009/38/EC is adopted

2011

Recast Directive comes 
into force

2018

EU Commission issues 
report on Directive

2024

Commission proposes 
issuing a new draft

June 2025

New Directive 
announced



Key issues facing EWCs today

 Inconsistency interpretation: Directive vs national law vs 

ECJ

 Confidentiality vs Transparency

 Consultation – level, meaning, timing

 Inconsistency of enforcement

Other matters



EWCs future model – practical & legal considerations

What does the New Directive mean

 Key considerations – definitions, funding, enforcement, 

gender balance, annual meetings…

Open issues

 How to prepare from an In-House perspective



Questions from the floor and Closing remarks
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